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Cal Poly Silicon Valley Entrepreneurs Program to Graduate First Class
SAN LUIS OBISPO – The first cohort of 17 Cal Poly students immersed in an
intensive 10-week entrepreneurship and innovation “boot camp,” will graduate from
the new program March 12.
The Silicon Valley Entrepreneurs: A Study-Away Entrepreneurship Immersion
Program is a collaborative effort involving Cal Poly’s Center for Innovation &
Entrepreneurship (CIE) and Extended Education, and Draper University. Students
from all disciplines throughout Cal Poly took part in a unique entrepreneurial
experience in the world’s capital of technology innovation: Silicon Valley.
Cal Poly’s Orfalea College of Business and College of Liberal Arts co-sponsored
a concentrated three-week course, followed by seven weeks in San Mateo at Draper
University. The aim was to help would-be entrepreneurs embrace risk and find the
motivation to innovate.
“As a freshman, I needed to complete some prerequisite courses in order to take
some of the entrepreneurship classes I was interested in,” said Katie White, business
administration major. “This program offered me a chance to take those classes and
to spend 10 weeks with driven, ambitious, smart entrepreneurs in an environment
that would help me take my idea much farther than I could solely on campus.”
The program touched on broad issues such as finance, the legal system, creativity
and survival. Courses focused on such varied topics as venture capital, sales and
digital marketing, negotiation, prototyping, and the important lessons of failure.
“This program has better prepared me to become an entrepreneur in many ways,”
said industrial technology senior Matt Prout. “I have gained invaluable insight on
creating a company from successful entrepreneurs and experts in many different
fields. I’ve learned important lessons and have done activities that pushed me in
various aspects of my life. All of these skills and experiences directly translate to life
as an entrepreneur.”
For more information on Cal Poly’s Silicon Valley Entrepreneurs program,
visit:http://extended.calpoly.edu/entrepreneurs/index.html.
About the Cal Poly Center for Innovation & Entrepreneurship
The Cal Poly Center for Innovation & Entrepreneurship manages and supports a wide
variety of programs and activities to stimulate the entrepreneurial Learn by Doing
spirit at Cal Poly and to assist entrepreneurs in following their dreams. For more
information, go to cie.calpoly.edu.
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